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Rondy Grand Prix '93

Much thanks to Chuck Singletary, President of ASCC and owner of CASCO
Racing, for his continued involvement with the Fur Rondy Committee in bringing
racing to the streets of Anchorage. Chuck has been given a cellular telephone
by the Rondy folks so that this project can run as smooth for him as possible;
and it's no picnic shuffling a business, club activities and the great downtown
race. The cellular number is 244 - 2280. ‘ :

This year we have the wonderful people of the Alaska Railroad to thank once
again for the use of their property. We have no D O. T. to deal with as a new
course has been laid out completely on the railroad land. It includes a straight
away in front of the Anchorage Cold Storage building on First Avenue and a
chute past the new Princess Cruises Hotel. Several sharp turns may prove that
it is the person with the good brakes that takes the checkered flag this year.

Thanks to Jim Rogers & Marcus Oder of Aeromap once again for providing great
aerial blow ups of the track for our use. Copies can be seen at both CASCO
(349-7575) & Ray McGoldrich's Computer Systems Services (562-6500). These
photos are about four and a half feet long, and the detail is great. Check out the
small skiff stuck in the mud flats!

(see Rondy continued)

Summer '93 Racze Preperations Under Way

Here we go again for an other eventful summer of wheel to wheel racing with the
Alaska Sports Car Club! This year will bring new racing courses. We have our
Rondy, Tanacross, and Soldotna, but did you know that this year we have the
opportunity to run in Seward on Labor Day? Don Smith (333 - 4865) has
graciously volunteered to be the chairman of the event and we all need to call
him so that he can tell us what wWe can‘do to make his job easier. This should
prove to be a challenge for Don as their has never been a race in downtown
Seward before. Good luck! :

Cheryl Babbe - Demming has volunteered to chair the Soldotna Progress Days
event and we have an opportunity to run there twice this summer. Cheryl will
surely need our support as well, contact her at 243 - 2122 to volunteer. Sid
Johnson & John Conger have already agreed to co chair with Cheryl. /
(continued)



...Rondy continued

Spectators will be happy to know
that this year the Railroad will be
providing those double decked
railroad cars (that the tourists like so
well) right across from the Princess,
for refreshments and warmth. Of
course you can always rent a hotel
room and have your own Rondy
Party. You may choose to watch TV.
and catch the in car cameras
transmitting live or listen to the play
by on the radio. Or if you prefer a
more true Alaska experience, you'll
stand in the February breeze and
feel the roar of the cars as they slam
by. There will be several viewing
areas along the route, some with
bleachers.

But wait, there is more. This year
the Rondy Grand Prix will see more
class X cars than before because a
new group of racers will be
participating. The ASCC has invited
the stock car drivers who run
Fairbanks, Kenai, and locally to
come play in Anchor Town for the
weekend. Most all of these cars will
fall in the prepared production X
class. As an incentive for a great
show, the sponsors of the Fur Rondy

~have offered $2k for the over all first |

place driver in that class. Prize
money will also "trickle down" to the
second, third , etc. drivers to $400
for 5th place.

Most all of the race cars can be seen
at the Dimond Mall (2/6 & 7) the
weekend before the Anchorage Fur
Rondy Grand Prix which will take
place February 13 & 14, 1993. Take
your valentine to the races!

CASCO
Racing

Your one stop
racing supply
store. "From a
single part to a
complete car!"

RGP Special:onk &
N Air Filters, Hypertech &
‘Super Chip computer
chips, AutoPower cage
kits. Call or stop by for
pricing.

349 - 7575

Building 1208
Anchorage, Alaska
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Have you ever taken an inventory of
those early vehicles that were your
wheels when you were first driving?
A few months ago | had the
opportunity to do just that with my
father. The view point and
remembrance was a fun event in
that, as | remember it, | was talking
Dad into buying this or that foreign
car, Dad remembers it as HIS
decisions in the purchase of this
string of cars that | drove in those
early years. What were those
orphans and wayward cast-offs that
graced our driveway in the mid-to-
late sixties? Here's a short list with
a couple of comments reflected from
Dad.

First there was the Fiat Bianchi -
500cc air-cooled twin. The car was
cute with a "full length" sun roof, but
wouldn't drive farther than three
miles without overheating. Dad
stopped payment on the check for
that one. The bank didn't
acknowledge it in time and ended up
with a Fiat in their parking lot for the
better part of the summer of '65. ¢

After the Fiat scandal, maybe mid-
summet, a teaching companion of
Dad gave us a Renault Daphine
(NR) "to fix up". We found another
one that was running for about $100
and | was on the road. . . . fora
couple of weeks. Wet sleeved was
that little 850cc Renault and the
seals were shot leaving the sleeves
to slide down mixing water with the
oil. 1 had my first job ... made
money to pay for the $180 rebuild . .
.while Dad lay out under the car for
six weeks taking the engine out and
putting it back after the Indian or
Pakistani "Kahn Bros." resealed and
sleeved it. Three speeds and a top

o

end of 65 mph! Drove through 1966.
(Had a friend who had a Daphine
that broke in halfl!! going across a
railroad track. They tended to rust a
bit!) '

Looking for something with a bit
more power, Dad and | went to see a
Mercury Comet Caliente at a local
dealership. It was sold, but we

drove home in a '63 Oldsmobile F-85
with the 215 cu. in. aluminum V8. |
had visions of swiping that engine
for a real sports car. Dad saw some
transportation that would be reliable.

...It overheated on the way home, the

ball joints were toast, and we
probably drove it 100 miles in the
next six months . . . so much for
reliability. The Renault continued 1o
chug along.

Just before graduation, Spring of |
'67, a pristine '61 Ford Falcon Futura
caught my eye. lt didn't take much
sweet-talk to get Dad interested. He
remembers that HE found it. The
first move was to get the three speed
floor mounted so | could at least
pretend it was a real FOUR speed.
In doing so we forgot to flip the shift
plates and the pattern was inverted.
It worked for me - first up, second
down/right, third straight up. Sold
that one for college money at the
end of summer. Shift pattern didn't
work for the buyer - he found a
telephone pole to wrap it around
within a week.

The first year of college saw me
without wheels (However, did
manage to be a charter member of

.the Baldwin Wallace College Sports

Car Club, drive a 356 Porsche
checking an autocross course | laid

- out, and navigate two rallies). By

spring | was getting real strung out
about driving. I'd found Autoweek &



Competition Press and Motor at the
local newsstand. | knew | was gomg
home for the summer. A friendofa
friend had a '60 Bugeye - had to sell
it - only $250. | called home . ..
talked to Dad . . . cleaned out the
rest of my bank account (plus a little)
. and then owned the Bugeye . .
and all the Lucas Electric rellablhty
that $250 could buy. |

There were several other cars
before marriage: '63 Dodge Panel
Delivery ("To make money for
college with by haulin' stuff around,
Dad"); '67 Renault R-10 ("lt's two
years old and only $500, Dad . ..
Yes, I'll fix the axle in the Bugeye
and sell it and the truck."); Dad's '64
Valiant -- Now THAT was
RELIABLE! I'm still attracted to
"orphans" and misfits, but it was
wonderful to sit with Dad and not
have the manipulation, whining, and
justifications held against me. | think
fathers are like that.

r. v. mirror

Message From the
President

I hope everyone had a great Holiday
season. well, there are six weeks
until Rondy '93 and if you are going
to run, please contact me at 244 -
2280 or attend the 1/12/93 ASCC
meeting at Pioneer Honda 7PM. |
need your profiles by the meeting in
order to get them into the Rondy '93
newspaper supplement. We still
need people to help put the race on,
Paid entries as of 1/5/93 are 9 IT
cars, 11 PP cars. This is just not
enough cars to continue Rondy in
the future. We owe a better turn out
to our sponsors and other race
supporters. So if you have a race

car in the garage, let's get it to RGP
'93 or the guys that do run may be
running the final RGP as we know it.
Dave R. says that we are up to
about 8 cars at our Ice Races which
is better than last year. So lets
continue the trend and start showing
up at the races. See you at the

- meeting - Chuck.

For Sale

1985 VW Golf GTI Techtonics
motor, Bilstien suspension system,
spare motor, AutoPower cage, 2 sets
of wheels, race ready. Call Don or
Mike Smith 333 - 4865

$5,800

1992 Thunderbird tube framed Class
X, DBBL A-arm front suspension, 4
link rear suspension. All MTNS on
frame. Take home & bolt together.
CASCO0.349 - 7575 $5,500

Mazda RX7 still available cheap!
Please call Ray at 333-- 2393,

Parting Out '80 VW Rabbit
Neuspeed/KONI suspension parts

" avaflble. Also 1600cc motor, hear it

run, good doors, etc. Big hole in left
front A arm mounting point. Call
Steve 243 - 5735 (no, it's not my iT
carl)




Grand Prix Schedule

1/12/93 ASCC Club Meeting ,

2/2/93 First Tech Inspection Rondy Grand Prix '93*
2/6-7/93 Annual Rondy Race Car Show - Dimond Center
2/9/93 ASCC/RGP 93 Drivers & Workers metting*
2/11/93 Final Tech Inspection rondy Grand Prix '93*

2/13 & 14 /93 Anchorage Fur Rondezvous Grand Prix 1993

* Location to be announced.

Division of Rondy Grand Prix '93 Purse Money

The promoters of the Fur Rondy Grand Prix have generously offered $5,000 to
be given away to racers in Prepared Produc’non Class X. The money is to be
awarded as follows:

1st  $2,000.00 2nd $1,000.00
3rd  $800.00 ' 4th  $600.00
5th  $400.00 Most laps led, $200.00

Any qualifing vehicle may sign up for PP Class X up to the First Practice on
Saturday February 13. So if you've got a fuel cell, you've got a chance at the -
money. ‘

Dimond Mall Car Show Sign Up

Contact Jim Hemmesch (243 - 6118) or.Super Dave Cechowski (243 - 8607) for
car show information. You will be assigned a spot based on the date that you pre
enter, so call early for your favorite spot. Even if you are not entering the race,
you should come out and show off your rig and give your sponsors that exposure
that they deserve. All you need to bring is something to catch any oil drips,
towels to wipe your wheels off when entering the mall, and that Wild Than" You
are welcome to bring any thing else you may need to display your vehicle and
your sponsors, please be sure to'clean up after yourself.

Racer Rule Books

All members of the ASCC, who wish to purchase a copy of the SCCA Improved
Touring Specifications, are encouraged to order their books this week. The local
SCCA region is going to be placing an order and has offered a discount of $2.00
to ASCC members if they order by January 15th. Please call Ron Howe at 345 -
6418 and place your order today!



Soldotna Grand Prix ‘93 Just 200 Days Out

Greetings from your Solodotna Race Chairman—

With a lot of courage, and encourage-
ment, I accepted the challenge of Race
Chairman at the December 8th meeting
of the Alaska Sports Car Club.

I have already received the
committmentofthreeindividuals forRace

Official positions and one“T’1l think about

it.” I am composing a letter to the Board
of Directors regarding my role as Chair-
man and I will be seeking theirindividual
support as well.

I have a list of over 75 items on my
Soldotna Grand Prix ‘93 checklist, and it
is growing weekly. I will be using the
newsletter, initially, to get updates about
my adventures, committments, and
schedules to you.

Members whohavebeeninvolved with
the SPD Chairmanship will be contacted
in the next two weeks. I will be listening
to their concems and suggestions. So Sid

Johnson, Ray McGoldrick, Ken Mar-

tens, and when he has a free minute from
his Rondy duties, Chuck Singletary—
please be thinking about your experi-
ences that may be of help in laying plans
for the Soldotna Grand Prix ‘93.

I am excited about this challenge and
opportunity to work with the member-
shipofthe ASCC. Itismy hope that I will
havethe supportoftheentiremembership.

It is understood that many of you will

‘
s e e

R g g

ur Rond
Tee Shirts & Sweatshirts

No, thisis not a mistake! This ad is the last official
sale notice for the ‘92 Rondy Grand Prix Shirts!

Tees — $15 « Sweats — $25

The licensing agreement between the ASCC and the Official Licensee for the ‘92 Rondy
Grand Prix will be expiring on February 1, 1993. The ASCC will receive no royalties on the
92 shirts after this date . Call Rally Productions today. at 243-2122 to set aside
your ‘92 Souvenir  tee and sweat shirts. Some  sizes are limited; call 243-2122 today!

be taking part in the Rondy Grand Prix in
amonth. However, I need to get started
onthe SPD Grand Prix ‘93.Thave set the
first meeting for Tuesday, January
19th, at my home. Additionally, I have
started a phone log/address bank of those
members planning on being a part of this
years event. Please, callmeat 243-2122
or get together with me at the January
12th meeting if you wish to be included
in the special SPD Grand Prix ‘93
mailings. This includes Drivers, Race
Officials, and eventhose of you who plan
to go down as Spectators.

At this meeting we will be discussing
suggestions and ideas for the schedule of
the races, some new ideas for activities
surrounding the race, and hopefully, more
committments for official positions.

I encourage all interested members to
attend.And, for those of you who were
unable to attend the December meeting
and do not frequent the local ASCC
shops which share the news (gossip-hot-
spots), let me tell you a bit about myself.

I have been around the ASCC since
1973, when my parents met the Terry
brothers (Estey and Wolbert), Kelly
McLaughlin, and Dennis Stauffer at the
old Ice Palace dirt track in Eagle River.
From there we went'to ice racing, meet-
ing more of the ASCC family—Fred

Peiserich, the Sid Johnson Family, Ron
Cooper, Dale Van Meter, Satch Carlson,
Bill Carlson, Barbara and Dwight
Bowden, Rusty Link—heck some ofthese
names you may never have heard of!

In 1975, members of my family were
given the honor of Lifetime Honorary
Members for all of their support and
work, as non-members, of the ASCC.

From this group ofbanditos, we headed
to Tanancross; attended the NORA races
in Soldotna and Fairbanks and the story
goesonfromthere.. .rallies, autocrossing,
the rebirth of the Rondy Grand Prix, the
birth of IT and more.

My husband, Bill Demming, whom I
met through the Rondy Grand Prix (he
was a comer worker) in ‘85 (I don’t
remember meeting him till ‘87), is active
in Alaska’s Solo II Program and is cur-
rently racing an ITC Dodge Colt. There,
now you have a run down on Cheryl
Babbe’s history with the ASCC. It is
because of this history and my enjoyment
of motorsports that I took on the chal-
lenge of the Soldotna Grand Prix ‘93,1
hope you choose to join in the fun!

(s




...continued from front page.

But wait, that's not it. We also have an opprtunity to run in Anchorage in the summer. The
only thing that keeps us from having all of this fun is people like you. That's right,
volunteers. Lastly, the people at the Polar Raceway have invited the IT cars out for a spin
in the dirt. If we can come up with four or more cars, they will give us our own event.

So lets keep building them, racing them, and breaking them!
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